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Will you be a Shepherd? 

The Membership & Outreach 
Committee is looking for 
individuals or families to volunteer 
to be on call to “buddy” with  
regular visitors or new members as 
they join our congregation.  
We are hoping to form a pool of 
interested people who can connect 
by age, interest, neighborhood, etc. 
Who could invite these new people 
to attend church functions with 
them, familiarize them with out 
various committees and interest 
groups, opportunities to serve, 
accompany them to coffee hours, 
make introductions or be a friendly 
face in the crowd. If this is 
something you might be interested 
in, please contact the Church 
Office.   
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Tuesday of Prayer 4/14/15  

Prayer is the needful practice of the 
Christian. Prayer is the exercise of 
faith and hope. Prayer is the 
privilege of touching the heart of 
the Father through the Son of God, 
Jesus our Lord. The Bible speaks 
much of prayer. 
The church needs pray, and we 
need to do it together. Every 
month on the second Tuesday we 
will meet at our Sanctuary for 
Prayer.  
Our first gathering is NEXT 
TUESDAY! Bring your joys and 
your concerns. 

April 14, 2015  6:30pm - 7:15pm 
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EASTER MORNING 
Every year we look forward to the Resurrection of our savior on Easter and we rejoice with songs and shouts of  
“Alleluia”. Throughout Lent we did not sing any hymns that included the praise “Alleluia,” instead on Transfiguration 
Sunday in early February, we gathered up these hymn titles and buried them within the Baptismal Font, only to be 
released on Easter Sunday.   
One year when we sang “Alleluia” on Easter Morning, we found baby ducklings inside the Font! Another year there 
were a hundred balloons rising out of the pipes of the organ. A third year, the “Alleluias” were manifested as a baby 
lamb. Last Sunday, our church rejoiced while white doves flew from our parking lot entrance. It was a breath taking 
experience to see the doves fly away as the Heavens parted, proclaiming and celebrating Jesus Christ’s resurrection.  

http://www.skanpresby.org
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From the Pastor 
By Rev. Dr. Craig Lindsey  

 Dear sisters and brothers in Jesus 
Christ, who can be married, by whom, and 
where the wedding takes place, have been 
changing cultural issues. In recent years, 
several Elders of our Church have officiated 
at weddings of family members! In the 
Catholic Church there have been new 
restrictions, that marriages must be done by 
Priests and could only take place in the 
Sanctuary of Catholic Churches; where, as 
Presbyterians we have had weddings at the 
lakefront, in people's homes, vineyards, as 
well as in the Sanctuary. 
These decisions are not determined by pastors, the Session or even the couple, 
but are matters of Church Law as the Constitution of the Church is defined and 
reformed. The legislative process of the Presbyterian Church is similar to that 
of the United States Congress. There are elected representatives who in the 
Church are an equal number of Elders and Ministers from each Presbytery; 
these bring overtures to the plenary, which are referred to Committee, then 
brought to the floor for debate and vote, after which, before these issues can 
become law, the adopted actions of the Assembly must be ratified by more than 
half of the Presbyteries across the Country.  
On March 17, an action of the Assembly of the Presbyterian Church last June 
was ratified by more than half of the Presbyteries voting across the Country. 
That decision redefined and clarified that in States where legally permitted, 
marriage in the Presbyterian Church USA is between two persons, traditionally 
a man and a woman. We do not practice polygamy or bigamy. Changes to the 
Constitution do not change the Bible, but this Constitutional change is 
consistent with the action of the Assembly that gave ministers and Sessions the 
authority, where legal, to perform marriages as the Session and Ministers 
deemed appropriate.  
There have been occasions when I have been unable in all faith and good 
conscience to bless a marriage I did not believe could succeed. Pastors and 
Sessions have always had that right and responsibility. With all the weddings 
we celebrate, I have only ever been asked twice if I could officiate at a same 
sex wedding, and at those times we could not, so I cannot believe we are 
suddenly going to be inundated with requests. But that couples want to be 
married before God, with the love and support of family and friends, I have to 
be supportive.  
As a Christian for 56 years, I have been an Ordained Pastor in the Presbyterian 
Church for over 30, a Doctor of the Church for 12, having served in every 
elected capacity within the Presbytery. There is a great deal I love about the 
PC(USA), even while not agreeing with everything [in the PC(USA), we are 
allowed to disagree over scruples]. My faith in God is consistent with the 
Apostles and Nicene Creeds and the Westminster Confession of Christian 
Faith. I believe in forgiveness, love, tolerance and covenant commitment. I 
believe we can change the world, and therefore are Called to do so. It might be 
easier to define who is acceptable and who is not, who is in need of judgment 
and who is not, but my role and function is to extend the resources of the 
Church to all wanting to receive, to reach out and build bridges between 
people, that we might be the body of Jesus Christ together in the world, 
because the world needs Jesus Christ. 

Children’s Music News! 
                                                
During the month of April, all 
children of the church, PK-5th grade, 
will be learning a song to sing in 
worship on Mother’s Day, May 10.   
Stephanie Mowery, Director of 
Children’s Music, will lead a time for 
singing at the beginning of Sunday 
School on April 12, 19, 26, & May 3.  
Families with children are encouraged 
to be in worship on these Sundays so 
children can attend Sunday School 
and learn the special song.   
We would love to have lots of 
children sing on Sunday, May 10, in 
honor of all mothers! 
On Sunday, April 12, children will 
receive a word sheet and a copy of the 
music for practicing at home. Talk 
with Stephanie if you have any 
questions.  
In addition, if you have not been 
receiving reminder emails regarding 
children singing in worship, please 
contact Stephanie Mowery at 
smowery1960@gmail.com and 
request to be added to the email list! 

Flowers for Services Needed Weekly 

The sanctuary looks so beautiful each 
Sunday with the presence of fresh 
flowers! Please consider honoring and 
remembering loved ones for their 
birthdays, anniversaries, milestones, or 
other special occasions and 
remembrances by purchasing flowers 
for a Sunday service. A sign-up poster 
board for all of 2015 is located in the 
Sims Room along with the name and 
number of the florist to contact. You 
also get to put your own message in the 
bulletin the week your flowers are 
displayed along with being able to take 
home your flowers and/or donate them 
to those whose day could be brightened 
with the flowers. Purchases and 
messages (given to Peggy Surdam) must 
be made by the Wednesday before the 
Sunday you signed up for. Thank you in 
advance for your consideration of 
making Sundays a little more beautiful 
for everyone. 

mailto:smowery1960@gmail.com
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Presbyterian Women Of the Congregation 

Thanks to all who helped fill the Easter Baskets for the 
Food Pantry with your donations of canned pineapple & 
fruit cocktail, and MANY bags of Easter surprises! 

In addition, thanks for attending our 6th Annual Palm 
Sunday Brunch!  It was wonderful sharing a meal with 
our Church Family.  Thanks to those who contributed, to 
those who cooked, to those who served, and to those who 
cleaned up! 

The PWC will host the “The Spring Gathering”              
of PWP on Thursday, April 30, 2015 

We will have projects to complete, CWS Hygiene Kits 
delivered and, of course, we will serve LUNCH! Hope 
you can attend and bring a friend. 

Bell Notes 
  
On April 12th, EmBellishment will offer Make a 
Joyful Noise for bell quintet by Kevin    
McChesney. Looking ahead to May 3rd …  
Please save the date and join us for worship on 
this day of communion.  The Bell Choirs have 
joined together during these long winter months 
to prepare “Invitation”, another original work by 
Mr. McChesney.  “Invitation” was commissioned 
through the Margaret Spitzer Endowment for the 
Bell Choirs and 1st performed on April 29th, 
2012.  Each year, I have received many requests 
from the choir to play it again.  As we celebrate 
our 30th year anniversary of the bell choirs what 
better way to celebrate than to come together and 
ring this special work once again in worship and 
share our love of ringing for you.   

Sarah Guest House  

Dear First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles, 
Thank you so much for the beautiful towel sets and 
other “Wish List” items your group collected for 
Sarah's Guest House.   
Our guests are really going to enjoy them.  It's 
because of groups like yours that make SGH so 
successful! 

Sincerely,  

From the entire staff at Sarah's Guest House 

Rev. Katie Griffin, husband and children. 



  Manor News 

We are pleased to welcome Doug Rutan to the Manor Board.  We are looking 
forward to his expertise and the fact that he will be a liaison to the Session. 

We would like to thank the following dedicated people who served the Sunday 
meals during the month of March:  Chuck and Nancy Williams, Dave Graham, 
Alison Dunn and family, Karen Graham, and Judy Bobbett. 

In 1964 Marion and Don Dixon bought 49 West Genesee St.  In November of that 
year  the first resident moved in.  The Manor, through the Presbyterian Church, has  
been providing housing and meals to our Senior Citizens for over 50 years.  This is quite  
an accomplishment and quite a service for half a century.  Of course none of this could have happened 
without the support of the people who attend the First Presbyterian Church who have donated their time and 
talents and have made financial contributions. 

Once again we will celebrate May is Manor Month.  Our capital improvement project this year will be to 
replace the sagging central support beam in the basement. (Not to worry, John Spain has provided a 
temporary fix.)  We will hold our annual Mothers’ Day plant sale as a fund raiser and will look forward to 
any and all financial contributions that the congregation is willing to make. 
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Men’s Breakfast 

 As winter’s cold, snow and ice recede into our dim memories let’s look 
ahead as to what is in store over the next three months. Our speakers and 
programs always draw good attendance and result in excellent discussions and 
are open to all members, adults, teens and children. 

 Larry Weiss returns on April 19th to give a presentation on why music 
has always been a key part of every religion’s worship experience. Music has 
been an important part of worship everywhere and every era – despite 
resistance from King David’s wife back then, and to some Islamists today 
wanting to press the mute button. We’ll explore why, from pagans playing pan 
pipes to Doris Hill playing organ pipes, from Buddhist Heavenly Chant to the 
Chancel Choir, from Sufi Dance to EmBellishment, music has always been 
central to every worship experience around the world. 

On May 24th we welcome Jean and Len Soprano from Kindred Kingdoms Wildlife Rehabilitation, Inc. 
They take care of Black Bears and Birds of prey with a goal to care for wildlife and get them healthy and 
strong enough to be returned to the wild. Just this past fall they assisted in a Bald Eagle rescue from 
Cranberry Lake and in February took care of a starving Screech Owl from nearby Sennett. They will bring 

in a number of hawks and owls. Sorry, no bears. 

We are very fortunate to have our own Doug Hamlin speak on June 14th.  Doug 
serves as Vice President of Operations for Our Ability, Inc., which mentors, 
inspires and connects people with disabilities toward education and 
employment success. As part of Our Ability, Doug also helps organize and 
participates in the Journey Along the Erie Canal. The Journey, on adaptive 
bikes, takes place over ten days from Buffalo to Albany each summer and raises 
funds and awareness for people of all abilities across New York State. It also 
serves to highlight the outstanding recreational opportunity the Canal provides. 
A core group of ten completes the ride with hundreds joining for sections along 
the way. We look forward to hearing his presentation. 

Doug Rutan



Church World Service Hygiene Kits by 4/16/15 

To assemble a Hygiene Kit you will need: 
One washcloth 

One wide-tooth comb 
One nail clipper 

One bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 
One toothbrush (in original packaging) 

Six standard size Band-Aids®  
One hand towel measuring approximately              

16" x 28" (no fingertip or bath towels) 
One Gallon Zip-top Bags 

Items can be left in the Sims Room where  
complete Kits are being collected 

“In the face of natural disasters, violence, or  
grinding poverty, Hygiene Kits can mean  

the difference between sickness and  
health for struggling families.”

Brushing teeth is a daily routine most of us take for granted--but not seven-year-old Mohammed, who has been living in a 
tent city where water can be scarce. After the October 2005 earthquake that flattened Mohammed's hometown, CWS 
provided  refugees  with  shelter,  water,  sanitation,  schooling,  CWS  Health  and  School  Kits,  and  medicine.                           
Photo: Annie Griffiths for CWS
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                           Presbytery of Cayuga Syracuse 
                            Presbyterian Women Spring Gathering 2015 

                   When: April 30th, 2015 

                   Where: First Presbyterian Church 
                                 97 East Genesee Street 
                                 Skaneateles, NY 

                   Time: 9:30 am / Registration 
                              10:00am - 2:00pm / Event 

                    Lunch and registration fee: $6.00 

                   Featuring:  Rev. Kathleen (Katie) Griffin 
                                      Mission Coworker to Argentina, and 
                                      Anne Reynolds 
                                     on Everything you wanted to  
                                         know about PW Finances 

To remember…  
- In addition learn more about the upcoming Rock-a-thon for May 16 
- Bring your Church World Service Kits to be taken to CWS.  
- Kits will be delivered to CWS by Rita Hooper. 
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Our Sudanese Mission 
by Jack Howard 
  
The JDF Chair Nominating Committee has nominated Don Cross to be our next Board Chairman effective 
at the acceptance vote at the next Board Meeting. The governing of the John Dau Foundation Board will now be made 
up as follows; Chair- Don Cross, Vice Chair-Dick Poppa, President ex Officio- John Dau, Secretary Rev Lindsey, 
Treasurer- Gard McLean, Medical Director, Dr Barb Connor Wood, Directors - Bill Allyn, Bob Banuski, Jack Howard, 
and Jim Vedder. 
  
The Executive Committee Consists of  Dan Pisegna, Executive Director, John Dau, Dr Barb Connor Wood, Dick Poppa, 
and Rev Lindsey. Advisors to the Board are Dr Dave Reid, Jack Capron, Chuck Williams, Ted Kinder, Ann Higbee, Bill 
Burdick, Doug Wood and Tom Gannon.. 
  
Security remains an issue in South Sudan but no further insurrection activity is taken place in the Duk Payuel area. JDF 
is now operating three transitional clinic facilities to provide care and food supplies to an estimated 15,000 displaced 
people from the Dinka and Nuer tribes(Nuer tribesmen are the source of the rebel fighting force). 
  
The facility at Poktap is in Duk County and will be fully equipped and staffed to provide extensive medical care. 
Significant purchases are now underway to restore the Duk Payuel home Clinic/Hospital as funds are now being made 
available. John Dau made a 17 day trip to South Sudan and accomplished a considerable amount of business with the 
NGOs and authorities we need for our supplies and funding.He made very significant contacts that will bring 
recognition and responsibilities for JDF.  
  
Our Executive Director Dan Pisegna, is now in a six week trip to South Sudan to oversee the medical expansions and 
Hospital restoration we now have underway. Significant funds are coming to relieve conditions in the Jonglei State due 
to its desolate condition from the rebellion. Dan's objective is to assure that the  JDF can be designated to carry out the 
medical restoration necessary in Jonglei,the largest state in South Sudan. 
  

Food Pantry  
by Judy Gelston 
            
 A fine Easter Baskets and goodie bags           
were provided to 36 families and 52 seniors 
this Easter 2015. Through the cooperation of 
the 7 churches and the expert leadership of 
Jean Babbles and Shirley Moss all were served. 
Thank you to the youth of First Pres for the 
packing of the goodie bags that make the 
Easter basket so special. 
We are a quarter of the way through our year 
and our usage is just about right on target. 
During the winter all pantries in our area have 
a decline in clients partly because of the 
weather and income tax returns that have been 
received by our clients. Large heating bills still 
trouble some as HEAP has not covered as 
much as they hoped it would. 
The next big event for the Pantry will be the 
Postal Workers Food Drive. As in the past it 
will be on May 9th which is Mothers’ Day 
weekend. 

Here are the Easter 
Dinner baskets topped 
off with your fantastic 
goodie bags. Thank you 
for your generosity --- 
you are making many 
people very happy! 

Thank you! 
Jean Babbles &  
Shirley Moss 
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Hello Church    
by Rev. Mario Bolivar 

 Parker Glowacki (youngest son of our very own Michael and 
Helen Glowacki) is one of the many talented Middle Schoolers who 
performed Rodger’s and Hammerstein’s beloved classic “State Fair” 
on March 27th and 28th, 2015. In case you missed it and/or know 
nothing about it like me, here is a synopsis of the show that I got from 
an email from the school: “It is a delightful show which follows the 
Frake family’s journey from their farm to the three-day 1946 Iowa 
State Fair. Ma and Pop are intent on winning prizes for their 
accomplishments in hog raising and mincemeat cooking, while their 
children Margy and Wayne have romantic adventures ahead of them.  
As Margy and Wayne find love and heartbreak on the midway, they 
discover what they find most important and carry home lessons on love 
and life that will sustain them long after the State Fair.”   
 I was not able to go see Parker perform at the H.S Auditorium, but I heard so many good things about their 
performance that I decided to interview him and get the inside scoop. While having an after school snack with him 
at Skaneateles Bakery, I learned that this play was not the first play that Parker has been part of, in fact this was his 
fifth play. He confessed that the hardest thing to do is to memorize the lines, and that his “Aces up its sleeve” are 
his sisters. Phoebe and Hope, who are older than him, help him memorize the lines and practice them to get him 
ready for each performance. Parker says that not only do his sisters help him, but they are actually his source of 
encouragement. He made it sound (in the midst of a big laugh) that acting and theater is a “family affair,” that once 
you are in, there is no way out. Parker admitted that without his family (mom and dad) cheering on his behalf, 
theater would be no fun.  
 Furthermore, Parker said that there were 52 people involved in the play and that the best theater is the one 
that you get do to with your friends, where you see everyone involved and dedicated despite forgotten lines or 
obvious wardrobe malfunctions. Another thing that Parker cherishes is seeing people from his church that go and 
show their support every time that he performs. He says, “When I see people from our church in the audience, it 
makes me feel happy that I have a church.” Parker continued saying that he would love to be part of “Into the 
Woods” with the role of Jack or “The Phantom of the Opera” with the role of the Phantom, and that he is looking 
forward to their next play, which might be “Seussical.” At the end of the interview, and while writing this article, I 
was reminded of the importance of supporting each other, not only in worship but in our jobs and hobbies, not only 
as a family but also as a church. I give thanks to God that we have a church that takes pride and considers children 
a priority and not a nuisance in church. I pray that God continues encouraging us to encourage each other in 
whatever we do, and that we always have time to practice our ministry of presence within the life of our younger 
members. 
                                                                                                

Boston Youth Mission Trip!Fundraiser Dinner

The youth group is inviting the whole congregation to their 
Pizza & Salad Dinner on Sunday, 

When: April 19, 2015
Time: 5pm - 6:30pm
Were: Dobson Fellowship Hall.!
Cost: Tickets are $5.00
Menu: (2) slices of pizza, (1) small salad, (1) dessert, 
and!refreshments. 
Why: To help us make the July mission trip affordable

Tickets will be sold after the worship service of April 
12th!by the elevator in the Sims Room, or you can purchase 
them by contacting Rev. Bolivar. If you would like more 
information or wish to help/donate!to this event, please 
email!mario@skanpresby.org
** We need homemade desserts and salad bags.  

“Let all that you do be done in love.” 1 Corinthians 16:14

mailto:mario@skanpresby.org
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Financial Giving 

A few years ago there was concern that we needed to have programming for youth; now we have annual Mission 
trips, weekly Confirmation and Sunday School. Before that there were concerns about increasing the quality of 
music. Before that expanding the Missions of the church. Before that repairing the infrastructure of the church. Each 
of these have been addressed and significantly improved. In our world, we are accustomed to improvements costing 
more, even new packaging can raise prices; however in the church new programs, new staff, expansions, do not 
directly equate to increased financial support. To continue to maintain the building and missions and staffing, we 
need to not neglect what has been created but continually enhance the resources of our church. Recently for the sake 
of safety, our Session replaced the Fire Alarm system, because elements of the old system were no longer 
manufactured or guaranteed, and squirrels had chewed through wiring. Last month, we replaced the Office Copier 
because replacement parts had become obsolete, making the cost of repairs more and more expensive. With this 
winter's ice, we have had to repair two ceilings where the roof leaked. Our church is used thoroughly and is well 
maintained. Our church has an identity in this community of being host to community activities, as well as church 
programs. But all of this requires our financial support. Please give generously to support the work of our church, 
and if you have not yet done so include the church in your Will and Estate planning. 

Worshipping God Celebrating The Resurrection Of Marie Knox 

Saturday, April 18th at 11am  the church will gather to honor the life and faith and resurrection of one of our own. 
Marie Knox came to Skaneateles in 1999 from her home in Indiana. Marie quickly made this her church home, 
attending both Worship and Bible Study weekly, with preparation and questions. Marie celebrated over 101 years of 
life, sharing this church with her son and daughter and with her grandchildren. As Marie often described “Her spirit 
was willing, but her eye sight and hearing and strength had grown week.” Please join together on Saturday, April 
18th at 11am for worship honoring the Resurrection and the life of this dear friend.  
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A Change In Leadership 

When the John Dau Foundation began (actually called America Cares for Sudan in 2005) Ginny Stehle of Welch 
Allyn was our Chairperson. She guided the Board of Directors through the logistics of purchasing and shipping 
materials from Green Briar, Arkansas to Mombasa Kenya to Duk Payuel, South Sudan. When Ginny left the area to 
accept a position with Samaritan's Purse, the John Dau Foundation was led by Professor William Coplin of the 
Maxwell School at Syracuse University. Bill provided the support of many students and interns, as well as his 
expertise in International Development. In 2011 Jack Howard, who had been our Project Manager from the very 
beginning accepted responsibility as Chairman or the Board. Jack has demonstrated passion and commitment beyond  
what any organization could ever expect, truly becoming “The Grandfather” of the Village and Clinic at Duk. At 91, 
having led the Board for three years, Jack Howard has decided to continue as a Board member, but allow others 
responsibility for leadership. After discussion, and prayerful consideration, the Board has voted to change from 
having one Chairperson, to having Don Cross as Chairperson and Dick Poppa as Vice Chairperson. Don was one of 
the builders of the Clinic, has annually travelled to expand the facilities, and knows the staff and resources. Dick 
Poppa is a professional non-profit Board Executive, who has been a supporter of JDF from the beginning. 

24 Hour of Fasting 
 50 Million Americans—1 in 4 children—don’t know where their next meal is coming from. The church is 
the perfect place to create an awareness of these horrible facts and change them forever. Be part of the conversation 
on how the issue could be solved forever, once the American public decides—as they have in the past—that ending 
hunger is in the best interests of us all. 
 The Youth 24 -Hour Fast is happening Friday, April 24 6 pm – Saturday April 25, 6 pm. Yes, we have 
shortened the hours and moved from St James to First Presbyterian Church across the street; but we have increased 
our commitment to help rid the world of hunger in our corner of Central New York!  The 24- Hour Fast will be held 
at First Presbyterian Church and includes a morning at Matthew 25 Farm.  A registration fee of $15 is required, and 
sponsor envelopes for collecting donations from family and friends will be provided.  ALL donations collected will 
go to the Matthew 25 Farm. All youth grades 6 – 12 from all area churches and friends are invited to participate! 
More info including registration forms and permission slips will be coming. 



Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

April 9, will mark the 70th 
anniversary of the death of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, Lutheran pastor, 
theologian and anti-Nazi activist. 
Bonhoeffer was arrested for being a 
leader in the Confessing Church 
Movement, who signed the petition 
d e s c r i b e d a s t h e B a r m e n 
Declaration, having been adopted 
at a meeting in Barmen, Germany.  

When Naziism declared itself to be 
a holy crusade, the Confessing 
Church rose up protesting that even if it meant their 
death, they had to confess that to be a heresy. Bonhoeffer 
was arrested by the Gestapo for allegedly plotting to 
assassinate Adolph Hitler, tried and sent to a 
Concentration Camp for two years; then three weeks 
before the suicide of Hitler, weeks before the end of the 
war in Europe, Bonhoeffer was hung.  

Bonhoeffer's book The Cost of Discipleship affirms that 
Christian Faith is not simply an intellectual pursuit of 
accepting moral and ethical beliefs, but that our beliefs 
require action in the living of our lives as disciples which 
require standing up for what you believe and standing 
against what you know to be sin. April 9th as many of us 
are enjoying a respite from winter, pause to pray and give 
thanks for Dietrich Bonhoeffer and those like him who 
have taken Christian faith as a matter of life and death. 

People you should know and remember!

The Rev. Steven W. Plank, Stated Clerk/Communicator 
| steve@cayugasyracuse.org | http://www.cayugasyracuse.org | 

P. O. Box 6010 Syracuse, NY 13217-6010 (315) 632-5698 

Meet some of your Ruling Elders                
Claudia Lambdin, Jill Marshall, Bard Connor-Wood, 
Kathleen Witter, Ginny Fennessy, Doug Routan, Chris 
Niebuhr, Dominic Grasso, Rev. Craig Lindsey, Don Cross 
**See a full list of your Ruling Elders on Page 12

Thinking of You 
- Congratulation to Dawn & Adam Cross on the 
birth of their son James giovanni Nathaniel Cross 
- Please keep the following in your prayers – 
Jean Joy, Lynn Ralph, Henrietta Gottschalk, 
Frederick Cleary (Lori Sheriff's father), and all 
the shut-ins. 

We extend our sympathy 
- Sue Rossi on the passing of her Mother, 
Barbara Tincknell 
- Jeanne Lema on the passing of her father, 
Daniel Cook 

See some of your Church Deacons  
Allison Hinman, Chris Pardee, Carol Ackles, Chad 
Rogers, Sandy Nichols, Sandy Holbrook, Steve 
Frackenpohl, Lisa Lincoln, Tom Murphy, Donna Volz 
**See a full list of your Deacons on Page 12 
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A Special Word Of Thanks 

 Again the statistics are released describing how many Churches officiate at funerals monthly, even weekly, 
but have not celebrated new members or baptisms or confirmations or weddings in a decade. Thank you, for sharing 
these important occasions in your life with us as part of this Church. We are privileged not only in celebrating so 
many weddings and baptisms, new members and confirmations, but each of these are accompanied by sacred vows 
which we your pastors and your Church are able to say along with you, renewing our marital vows and baptismal 
vows and statements of Christian faith.  
At the time, these can seem rote, reciting “I do” as so many have before us, but when week after week we are able to 
affirm faith in Jesus Christ, love and commitment, and our hopes for these new believers, this becomes an 
affirmation of who we are. In recent weeks, as the parents of a premie baby, and the parents of a baby who took 
extra-time to be delivered, gave thanks for this Church; as loved ones of those who have come through surgery 
expressed their joy and thanksgiving, and as family and friends of those commended to Almighty God have shared 
their love at being loved-over to God, these prayers and words of thanksgiving have been heard by God and by all of 
us. Thank you for empowering our Church to be the Church.

Please Note These Costs Are Ball Park Estimates And Are Subject To Change 

Periodically, people have a Tax-refund or some other windfall they would like to use to make a difference. The following 
are items the Session is considering, where special gifts outside the operating budget could really help. 
If you would like suggestions for particular missions, these are also available. 

1. Replace Outdated Top-hat Smoke Detectors and Upgrade Electrical Panels              $12,000    
2. Replace Carpets: Hallway and Sims Room (Offices/Nursery carpets in Good Shape)                10,000    
3. Replace Windows in 3rd Floor Kellogg Room (7 Broken Single Pane Curved Top Wood Frame) 10,000    
4. Replace Windows in Sims Room with Thermal Pane Windows     10,000    
5. Replace Pew Cushions             2,000    
6. Repair Window Seals in Dobson Hall          2,000    
7. Upgrade Routers and Internet Modems          2,000    
8. Materials for Carpentry finishing of Chancel Platform        1,000    
9. Install MIDI in Pipe Organ Console (Computer processor allowing organist to pre-record elements)   3,000    
10. ReLead Narthex Windows         10,000  
11. Replace White Board in Conner Room & Chalk Board in Choir Room        1,000  
12. Replace Landscaping (Crab trees are in final years, Roses need replacement due to severe winters)   3,000  
13. Resurface Driveway & Parking-lot           3,000  
14. Repaint/resurface walls as needed in Basement and Stairwells (Mildew, Mold, Rot)    10,000  
15. Install remote-controlled retractable Projection Screen and Projector in Sanctuary   10,000  

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED OUR CHURCH IN YOUR WILL? 

A few years ago a legal document was created for our Church which allows you to make a Pledge from your Will or 
Estate without rewriting the whole document. This is a very accessible tool that can allow you to make known your 
interests and commitments. If interested please speak with Peggy Surdam, Business Administrator/Treasurer. 
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Sunrise Gazebo Worship
Alleluia Easter Sunday Worship

Good Friday, Presbyterian Church

Good Friday, Presbyterian Church

Maundy Thursday 

Maundy Thursday 



 

Skaneateles Presbyterian Church, Ruling Elders 

2015                             2016                                2017                          Youth Elders 
Bard Connor-Wood               Joe Grasso                                  David Badami                   Dominic Grasso 
Don Cross                             Cindy Hinman                            Ginny Fennessy                 Christopher Niebuhr 
Tim Green                             Claudia Lambdin                        Jill Marshall 
Jon Soderberg                        Kathleen Witter-Rogers             Doug Rutan    

Elder Alternates 
David Graham, Cindy Dempsey and Priscilla Worral 

Deacons 2015                 

Joe Bernazzani 
Kristin Bernazzani 
Melanie Hensley 
Allison Hinman 
Chad Rogers 
Donna Volz 

2016                 

Steve Frackenpohl 
Gary Heyer 
Merrily Heyer 
Deb McLear 
Tom Murphy 
Sandy Nichols 

2017                 

Lisa Lincoln 
Sandy Holbrook 
Adam Cross 
Chris Pardee 
Carol Ackles 
Beth O’Sullivan 

Youth Deacon 

Rachel Rhoads 

Harp Recital  
  
 Katelyn Mul l ins, AHS Concert Art ist for 2013-2015 wil l present a 
recital on Sunday, April 26th, 2015 at 2 PM, The First Presbyterian Church, 97 
East Genesee St, Skaneateles, NY 13152. Free-will offering. Reception to 
follow. This concert is sponsored in part by the Grandjany Memorial Fund of the 
AHS Foundation. Continued support of the Foundation is so important. 
Contributions to the Foundation can be sent to: Penny Beavers 646 Worcester 
Drive, Cambria, CA 93428 This concert is also sponsored in part by the 
American Harp Society and the Central New York Chapter of the American 
Harp Society  
Alexandra Katelyn Mullins, 20, a senior at Indiana University and student of 
Dist inguished Professor Susann McDonald, has performed throughout the US 
and Europe in many venues, including Carnegie Hall and the Kennedy Center. 
She has received awards, including First Place in the Advanced andYoung 
Professional Divisions of the American Harp Society, First Place in the Lyon 
and Healy Awards, First Place in the 18th Petar Konjovic Serbian Internat ional 
Harp Compet it ion, First Place in the Jacobs School of Music Concerto 
Competition, as well as numerous regional awards.  
Performances have included appearances with the Charlotte Symphony and the 
IU Orchestra, and she made her European orchestral debut in Belgrade in 2014. 
Part icipat ion in AHS compet it ions since 2005 has contributed greatly to her success as a musician, and she 
has been thril led to serve and perform in the capacity of Concert Art ist for the last two years. Former and 
current teachers and coaches include Dr. Carrol McLaughlin, Dan Yu, Sivan Magen, Dr. Maria Luisa Rayan-
Forrero, Bette Roth, Christ ine VanArsdale, and Jaqueline Bartlett.  
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